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City of Kenmore  Plan Annex  

Introduction  

The Cityõs Comprehensive Plan Vision Statement states that, òKenmore is a place that residents, businesses and 
visitors find welcoming, with courteous people, and that offers a high quality of life to live, raise children, shop, 
work, recreate, and socialize.ó  The City recognizes its Lake Washington waterfront as a significant local and 
regional asset and efforts to connect the community to the waterfront through a variety of park projects continue.  
After a concerted planning effort, Kenmore has developed an identifiable, walkable downtown that will soon be 
supported by regional bus rapid transit (BRT).  Kenmore is home to the Kenmore Air seaplane base and the City 
is pursuing plans for future regional pedestrian ferry service between the City and Seattle.  Kenmore supports the 
character of its single-family residential neighborhoods but offers a 
diversity of housing types to provide a choice of attractive living 
accommodations for all residents.  The City has significant natural 
and environmentally sensitive areas, including Swamp Creek, the 
Sammamish River, Lake Washington, steep slopes, and a great blue 
heron rookery.   

 

  

Jurisdiction Profile 

Date of Incorporationñ

August 31, 1998 

Type of Governmentñ 

Seven-member City Council 

that selects one of its 

members as the Mayor.  The 

Council appoints a City 

Manager to provide direction 

to all City departments. 

Current Populationñ

23,320 

Location and 

DescriptionñKenmore is 

about 6 square miles in size, 

located in north King County 

between the cities of Bothell 

and Lake Forest Park.  The 

City extends along the 

northeastern shoreline of 

Lake Washington and is 

bisected from east to west by 

the Sammamish River.  

Swamp Creek and its 

extensive wetlands divide the 

northern portion of the city.  

Kenmore is primarily 

developed with single-family 

neighborhoods.  Most 

commercial and multifamily 

development stretches along 

SR-522 which crosses the 

City from east to west. 
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Development Trends 

The City anticipates that an additional 3,667 housing units will be built in Kenmore over the 25 years between 

2010 and the 2035.  An additional 3,079 jobs are expected. The City continues work to support development of a 

very large (40+ acre) parcel adjacent to Lake Washington and the Sammamish River.   

Regional policy documents assume Kenmore will become an important subregional job, service, cultural, and 

housing center with strong links to the regional transportation system.  Bus rapid transit (BRT) is scheduled to 

arrive in Kenmore in 2024.  The City has put in place a transit-oriented development district to encourage high 

density development--including affordable housing--near the proposed BRT station. 

This new residential and commercial development, along with additional commuter traffic through Kenmore, will 

increase the Cityõs at-risk population.    

 

The City will be replacing its main bridge over the Sammamish River in the next few years, reducing the Cityõs 

hazard vulnerability. Additional significant pedestrian and bicycle improvements are planned along major arterials. 

Recent updates to Kenmoreõs critical area regulations (including geologically hazardous area and flood regulations) 
will protect environmental resources and improve public safety.  In particular, improved information on steep slopes 

should help ensure reduced risks for future development. 

  

Jurisdiction Point of Contact:  

Name:  Lauri Anderson 

Title: Principal Planner 

Entity:  City of Kenmore 

Phone: 425-398-8900 

Email:  landerson@kenmorewa.gov 

 

Plan Prepared By:  

Name: HMP Team 

Title: 

Entity:  City of Kenmore 

Phone: 425-398-8900 

Email:  landerson@kenmorewa.gov 
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City of Kenmore  Risk Summary  

Hazard Risk and Vulnerability Summary  

H AZARD RISK SUMMARY VULNERABILITY SUMMARY IMPACT SUMMARY 
Avalanche There is no risk of 

avalanche in Kenmore 
N/A  N/A  

Earthquake Kenmore is near several 
faults including the 
Seattle Fault. Since 
incorporation the City 
has experienced a 
significant earthquake, 
the 6.8 magnitude 
Nisqually Earthquake in 
2001. Kenmore is also 
located within the 
Seismic Design Category 
D1. The City has 
adopted good 
earthquake regulations 
for new structures and 
infrastructure as well as 
alterations to existing 
buildings. Kenmore is 
mostly built out as a 
bedroom community 
and has existing single-
family structures. Most 
of these existing 
structures are light-
weight, wood-framed 
structures better suited 
to seismic activities. 

Kenmore has two bridges that 
are nearing the end of their life 
that may be vulnerable is a 
severe earthquake. The West 
Sammamish River Bridge was 
constructed in the 1930õs, and its 
current sufficiency rating is 6.75 
out of 100. 100 is considered as 
an entirely sufficient bridge, 
typically new. The City plans to 
replace the bridge over the next 
few years. Reconstruction is 
expected to begin in 2020. The 
Little Swamp Creek Bridge at 
NE 175th St has a sufficiency 
rating of 40 out of 100; which 
requires retrofitting. However, 
retrofitting costs are equivalent 
to replacement costs. The City is 
currently exploring funding 
options. 

Although Kenmore has 
experienced a 
significant earthquake, 
no significant damage 
was reported. 

Flood Portions of land 
adjacent to the Swamp 
Creek and Sammamish 
River are within the 
Special Flood Hazard 
Zone. The city has good 
floodplain management 
regulations for new 
construction and has 
limited development in 
this area; however, there 
are some structures 
already present in the 
floodplain. The City has 
previously purchased 
vulnerable property via 
grants and City funding. 
However, there are still 
a few single-family 

There are approximately 10 
single-family residences, 5 multi-
family parcels and a few 
commercial properties located in 
the Special Flood Hazard Zone 
along Swamp Creek that 
experience flooding when the 
water is high. Although the 
properties floods, only a few 
structures experience flooding.  

A few single-family 
residences experience 
repetitive damage due 
to flooding. 
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residential properties 
that experience flooding. 

Landslide Kenmore has steep 
slopes that have been 
designated Landslide 
Hazards. The city has 
good Critical Area 
regulations that limit 
new development. 
However, there were 
homes built on the 
Landslide Hazards prior 
to these regulations 
being in place. 

The City has recently studied the 
City for potential landslide 
hazards based on Lidar 
technology. Based on the 
information from the study the 
City has updated its Landslide 
Hazard maps and regulations.  

The study identified 
slopes potentially 
subject to landslides. 
Some landslides appear 
to be active and some 
are not. The active 
landslides are being 
monitored by the City 
and mitigation 
measures are being 
considered. 

Severe 
Weather 

Kenmore is at risk for 
heavy rain, heavy wind 
as well as snow & ice 
weather events.   

Heavy rain can result in localized 
flooding and saturated soils.  
Erosion can occur which may 
litter the sidewalks, bike lanes 
and roadways with debris.  
Saturated soils can weaken tree 
stability and there is a potential 
for trees to fall in this type of 
weather event. 
Heavy wind can result in leafy 
and woody debris scattered on 
sidewalks/paths, bike lanes and 
roadways as well as other City 
owned property.  There is also a 
potential for large branches or 
entire trees to fall onto public 
property. 
Snow and ice have the potential 
to affect all sidewalks, bike lanes 
and roadway making it 
dangerous and difficult to travel 
by vehicle or as a pedestrian. 

Severe weather events 
can impact all City 
infrastructure including 
but not limited to 
sidewalks/paths, bike 
lanes, roadways and 
other public property. 

Tsunami Kenmore is not at risk 
for a tsunami, but could 
experience a òseicheóñ
a wave off of Lake 
Washington.  Studies 
have not been done to 
show the potential 
inundation area in the 
City. 

Most of the area potentially at 
risk is developed with 
commercial uses, including 
Kenmore Air, CalPortland, and 
two marinas; however, a large 
condominium complex also 
borders the north end of the 
Lake. 

Significant damage 
could be done by a 
seiche.  Total impact 
cannot be evaluated 
since mapping is 
incomplete and no 
recorded incidents 
exist. 

Volcano Kenmore could be 
affected by ashfall from 
nearby volcanoes (Mt. 
Rainier, for example). 

Ash fall models are not available 
to assess vulnerability.  Although 
Mt. Rainier is not presently 
active, the potential threat is 
ongoing. 

Ashfall could impact 
City infrastructure and 
waterways as well as 
private property.  Ash 
can also clog 
machinery. 
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Wildfire The city has only a small 
amount of open natural 
space that has the 
potential for wildfire, 
but a seasonal risk 
impacted by climate 
change does exist. 
 
The majority of 
structure fires in the city 
are residential homes 
averaging about 3 per 
year requiring additional 
outside resources. 

Swamp Creek and Saint Edward 
State Park are large natural areas 
bordered by residential homes 
and Bastyr University.  Limited 
access and difficult terrain pose 
challenges for firefighting. 
 
Existing mutual aid agreements 
have been sufficient to provide 
additional resources for fighting 
structure fires and building 
codes requiring fire sprinklers in 
single family residential homes 
should offset the increase in 
number of homes in the city. 

In the past 5 years, 12 
small fires (less than 
100õ x 100õ) have been 
reported and 
extinguished.  
 
Structure fires pose a 
limited impact for the 
city as a whole but can 
have devastating 
isolated impact.   

Civil 
Disturbance 

Civil disturbances 
reacting to activities in 
the community have not 
occurred in Kenmore. 

The City encourages public 
participation in regulatory or 
other changes that would affect 
the citizenry so that voices can 
be heard before action is taken.  
Kenmore police are trained to 
recognize and respond to this 
type of incident should it occur. 

No civil disturbances 
have been located in 
Kenmore. 
 

Cyber 
Incident 

Increasingly, 
cyberattacks are 
plaguing local 
governments.  Valuable 
information may be held 
hostage or important 
systems corrupted. 

City government is vulnerable to 
these attacks although software 
solutions are constantly updated 
and staff are trained to avoid this 
type of attack. 

The City has not, to 
date, suffered a 
successful cyberattack. 
 

Hazardous 
Materials 
Incident 

With limited commercial 
facilities in the city and 
none of them storing 
large supplies of 
hazardous materials, the 
primary risk is limited to 
those materials being 
transported through 
Kenmore. 

The transportation of hazardous 
materials on State Route 522 is 
the primary source and location 
of hazardous chemicals in the 
city.  SR522õs proximity to Lake 
Washington, its tributaries and 
the cityõs downtown core with 
higher residential density put 
hazardous chemicals in close 
proximity to high impact areas. 

Hazardous material 
incidents have been 
limited in size, less 
than 50 gallons, of 
flammable liquids in 
the past 5 years, but 
much larger quantities 
are transported 
through the city daily. 

Health 
Incident 

Like most primarily-
residential cities the risk 
of a public health 
emergency is limited by 
the lack of large public 
gathering spaces 
(stadiums, etc.) 

The cityõs population has limited 
vulnerabilities within the 
community however epidemics 
can still interrupt normal 
services and negatively impact 
the city. 

An epidemic that 
reduced the availability 
of staff for the city or 
our service providers 
could interrupt regular 
business activity.   

Terrorism As with any U.S. city, 
the possibility of a mass 
shooting or other 
terrorist attack is present 
in Kenmore.  Minor 

Kenmore police are trained to 
recognize and respond to this 
type of incident. 

Kenmore police have 
responded to and 
investigated the hate 
graffiti incidents.  The 
City has alerted its 
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instances of hate graffiti 
have been documented 
in the City. 

citizens to combat hate 
speech.  Fortunately, 
no terrorist attacks 
have occurred in the 
City. 

Dam Failure There is no risk of dam 
failure in Kenmore. 

N/A  N/A  
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Hazard and Asset Overview Map (s)  

Figure 1:  Kenmore Facilities 
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Figure 2:  Geologically Hazardous Areas 
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Figure 3:  Streams and Wetlands 

 


